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Spring 2025
Message from the President

Greetings!

Everyone involved with the museum has been extremely busy! We are moving
and shaking our way into 2025 and have so much we want to share with you!

We are remodeling our kitchen and will be able to soon rent out for small events.
We are also planning on hosting our own events. We are discussing some events
just for fun and socializing, and others for historic or cultural education. Keep an
eye out on social media for more information!

Work continues on minor reorganization of our structure as a nonprofit. We’ll be
amending our by-laws and implementing some new policies and procedures for
our board to follow based on some professional advice we've received. This will
enable us to run more efficiently.

Want to help out as a volunteer? Check out the Secretary’s report!

All of this work is to achieve our primary goal: making the museum an important
part of the Dell Rapids community! We want to share our wonderful displays and
our beautiful old building with as many of you as possible. Our building really is
a treasure; it’s 103 years old!! Ole Paulson built this structure to last for
generations. Think of the hours of labor and the craftsmanship that went into the
construction of our Sioux Quartzite buildings in town. We've lost a few, true, but
we all know now that we must do everything to preserve what we still have. Paul
Johnson, Norwegian stone mason and great-grandfather to myself and Irene
Strong, came to Dell Rapids in 1901. We know he worked on the granite high
school and retaining wall, but he probably worked on several more. I literally
wish the walls could talk!

Before you know it, spring will be in the air and we will be ready to open and give
everyone the Grand Tour! We appreciate all the support the community gives us
and the museum couldn’t stay open without all of you cheering us on!

Rhonda Schildhauer, President
Dell Rapids Society for Historic Preservation




/history nerd/: someone who is very
knowledgeable and enthusiastic about history

New Signs Bring Dell Rapids
History to Life

With a grant from the Dell Rapids Trailway
Fund, a new museum project will bring Dell
Rapids’ history to life. Photos, postcards, and
information in the archives were used to create
metal history signs to match some of the stops
from the museum's new walking tour brochure.
As spring temperatures allow, they will be
installed at historical structures along the Sioux
River Red Rock Trail and throughout town,
letting passersby take a step back in time and
imagine Dells' early days. Our thanks go out to
Thelma and Kim at Pinecone Hill Creations for
printing them and to the city workers for
installing them.

DELL RAPIDS
SWIMMING BEACH

In the early 1900s, the Dell Rapids
swimming beach was considered the
best in the area. The fire department
dredged the river bottom every spring
and lined it with fresh-crushed quarry
rock. It had a 12-foot deep area, a
ring trapeze, a 4-tiered diving tower,
floats, and a 40-foot speed chute.
The original line of beach bungalows
was replaced in 1934 by the pictured
bath house. It was a Civil Work
Administration project.

DIESON BUILDING

Dieson Mercantile, “Quality in
Merchandise and Friendliness in
Treatment,” operated out of this building
from 1902-1957 (picture circa 1920).
Afterwards, Gerhard Brownrana
department store here until 1963,
followed by Terry Sward until 1970.
From 1970 until 1994 when the Dell
Rapids Museum took possession, several
groceries stores occupied the building—
Ken’s Super Value, Mike's Market, and

C & D market.

Our kitchen remodel is almost
done! We are so excited to
begin offering facility rental for
your small gatherings. Details

coming soon on Facebook and

our soon-to-be-launched

website dellrapidsmuseum.org
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FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

We can only fit so many history spotlights in
our newsletter so if you want to see more,
check out our Facebook page at
facebook.com/DellRapidsMuseum/

Even If you are not a member of Facebook you
can see our posts on local events, museum
updates, and Dell Rapids history. One of the
favorite features are the comments people
leave sharing memories of growing up in
Dells—like tales of students sneaking out of the
big classroom windows of the old high school
(pictured) and sliding down the side rails along
the library steps. Be sure to check us out a
couple times a week so you don’t miss
anything!

Dell Rapids Museum
d Yesterday at 7:23AM - @
Anyone with memories to share of attending the old public school on the corner of 6th and
Orleans? (2nd picture is the school before the massive front addition was added)

Membership Dues

Membership dues and gifts help the Dell Rapids
Society of Historic Preservation (DRSHP) provide
museum events & programs, preserve historic
objects and develop and present new exhibits
throughout the year.

Dues for individual memberships are $15.00 per
person and $25.00 per family. Senior Citizens
(60+) are $10.00.

Memberships paid now will be wvalid until
December 31, 2025! Stay connected!

To join or renew membership, mail completed form and payment
to: Dell Rapids Museum — PO Box 143, Dell Rapids SD 57022.
Membership valid until December 31, 2025.

Date

Name/s

Address

City State Zip
Phone* Email*

1 New [1 Renewing L1 Gift
1 Senior $10 (1 Individual $15 [ Family $25

Would you like to volunteer? [ YES [ NOT PRESENTLY

(Phone and email are not shared with the public)




Greetings from the Museum Office!

I am thrilled to be writing this update to you on our
amazing Museum laptop! Thanks to the D.A.R grant we
received, we have been able to purchase much needed
office equipment, including a laptop, printer, and
archival scanner (capable of printing and scanning
photos and slides.) All of this will help with the daunting
task of digitizing our Museum Collection, and with the
more day to day tasks such as keeping up with our
Patrons via email, social media and our Newsletters!

The ”Office” is also readying for our opening in May by
updating our active volunteer list. If you have an interest
in receiving an email from the Museum when we are in
need of help, let us know! We are looking for people
with all different types of interests, skills and talents;
from dusting to volunteering during open summer
hours. If you are interested, please send us an email at:
dellrapidsmuseumO@gmail.com. In your subject line,
type VOLUNTEER LIST so it grabs our attention right
away! You would receive emails when help is needed and
can respond if available or interested in the task at hand.

Brenda Risty, Museum Board Secretary

DELL RAPIDS SOCIETY FOR
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
P.O. Box 143

Dell Rapids, SD 57022

SMALL BUSINESSES ARE THE
HEARTBEAT OF YOUR
NEIGHBOURHOOD AND THE
SPIRIT OF YOUR TOWN



